13th Annual Conference

2022 Winter Conference
February 9, 2022
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Disclaimer: Commercial products are named in this publication for informational purposes only. Vir-
ginia Cooperative Extension does not endorse these products and does not intend discrimination
against other products which also may be suitable.

Virginia Cooperative Extension
Virginia Tech <« Virginia State University

www.ext.vt.edu

Virginia Cooperative Extension is a partnership of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and local governments. Its
programs and employment are open to all, regardless of age, color, disability, gender, gender identity, gender expression, national origin, political affiliation,
race, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, military status, or any other basis protected by law.

If you are a person with a disability and desire assistance or accommodation, please notify Doug Horn,
Rockingham County, at (540) 245-5750 TDD*) during business hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.
*TDD number is (800) 828-1120.



Agenda

February 9, 2022

13th Anniversary

Farmers Talking Soil Health

8:00 a.m. Registration and Trade Show

9:00 a.m.  Reducing Expensive Fertilizer by
Maximizing Cover Crops

o Steve Groff—Lancaster County,
Pennsylvania

10:00 a.m. Trade Show Break

10:30 a.m. Soil—Limitation or Foundation? Improving
Soil Health to Maximize Potential

* Anthony Beery—Cumberland County,
Virginia

11:30 a.m. No-Till Champion Recognition

Noon Lunch and Trade Show Break

1:15 p.m. What I've Learned over the past 38
years for Planting Green Success

o Steve Groff—Lancaster County,
Pennsylvania

2:15 p.m. Leveraging Equipment and Technology for
Greater Profitability

* Anthony Beery—Cumberland County,
Virginia

3:15p.m.  Sessions Adjourn



2022 Speakers

Steve Groff and his family, farm 200 acres of cover crops for seed, pumpkins, hemp, and heirloom
tomatoes in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. Some fields have been continuously no tilled for 39
years! He has spoken all over the U.S and in a dozen other countries. For the past 20 years he has
pursued how to make nutrient dense foods a reality on his farm.

Steve is developer of the famous Tillage Radish and is the founder of Cover Crop Coaching which
educates farmers and farm advisors about effective cover crop use and soil health principles. His
recently released book “The Future-Proof Farm; Changing Mindsets in a Changing World” is availa-
ble at SteveGroff.com.

Anthony Beery began his farming career in the Shenandoah Valley growing up on a family dairy and
poultry farm. After employing practices to manage compaction, Anthony was able to start continu-
ous no-till in the late 1990’s. To supplement the benefits of no-till Anthony started experimenting
with mixed species cover crops, manure injection, and crop rotations as techniques for improving
soil health.

In 2018 he transitioned from dairy and poultry, selling the farm in Rockingham County, to cash crop-
ping in Central Virginia, purchasing land in Cumberland County. With the new farm came new chal-
lenges: lower fertility, resistant weeds, neglected land, and hotter summers. Anthony is applying
the fundamental principles of soil health to his new farm where he is seeing growth in both yields
and soil health. He is currently raising corn, soybeans, wheat, and orchardgrass on 500 acres of
cropland and is constantly looking for ways to improve soil health, which he feels is the key to suc-
cessful and sustainable farming.



2021 - 2022 VANTAGE Board Members

Producer Members

Chad Mathias President Mount Jackson
Blaine Showalter Vice President Mount Solon
Charlie Garber New Market
Doug Fifer Mount Solon
Mike Thompson Broadway
Brett Wightman Edinburg

Agribusiness Members

Tom Cook Treasurer Houff Corporation Weyers Cave
Stewart Detamore S. L. Hess & Sons Harrisonburg
Wally Beckner Houff Corporation Lexington
Advisors
Doug Horn Virginia Cooperative Extension Augusta County
Bobby Clark Virginia Cooperative Extension Shenandoah County
Chris Lawrence Natural Resources Conservation Richmond

Service
Lydia Fitzgerald Natural Resources Conservation Richmond

Service

The Virginia No Till Alliance exists to maximize farm productivity and profitability by
promoting successful implementation of continuous no-till systems through shared ideas,

technology, conservation and education.

The VANTAGE Board of Directors is made up of farmers and agri-business representatives
in the Shenandoah Valley region of Virginia.



Many thanks to all of the supporters of the VANTAGE Winter Conference

Platinum Exhibitors
Natural Resources Conservation Service

Binkley & Hurst

Gold Exhibitors
Houff Corporation
Syngenta

Shenandoah Valley Conservation Collaborative

Silver Exhibitors
Rockingham Cooperative
Corteva

First Bank & Trust

S. L. Hess/Local Seeds

Bronze Exhibitors

F & M Bank Wightman Insurance

Farm Credit of the Virginias Virginia Soybean Association
BBF Enterprises Dye Ag Services

Advance Agra Frazier Quarry

Virginia Farm Bureau Augusta Seed

AgrAbility Conklin

Virginia Seed Company Timac Agro



2020 Exhibitor Directory

ADVANCE AGRA SERVICE LLC

Contact: Nelson Eberly

P.0O.Box 178

Rocky Mount, VA 24151

540-420-0017

nelson@advanceag.net
www.advanceag.net

Seed Consultants corn and soybean seed.
Concept Agri-Tek products

AGRABILITY VIRGINIA

Contact: Kim L. Niewolny/Jeremy Daubert
Virginia Tech, 282 Litton-Reeves Hall

175 West Campus Drive, MC 0343

Blacksburg, VA 24061

540-231-5784

Niewolny@vt.edu

www.agrability.ext.vt.edu

AgrAbility Virginia assists individuals and their
families who farm, and have illnesses, injuries or
disabilities that are impeding their ability to work
safely, effectively and productively.

AUGUSTA SEED

Contact: Steve Collins

P. O. Box 899

Verona, VA 24482
540-908-6218
Steve.collins@augustaseed.com
www.augustaseed.com

Hybrid seed corn

BBF ENTERPRISES, LLC/SCHAEFFER’S OIL
Contact: David Wine

695 In the Pines Circle

Dungannon, VA 24245

434-315-4146 & 434-315-4547
blackberryfarmllc@gmail.com

Lubrication consulting for farm & equipment
needs. Oil sampling & analysis. Provide engine
oils, HTC'’s, greases, spray lubes, soil surfactants,
Wetsol, Wetgrow, Citrol hand cleaner, bulk soaps,
bulk diesel treatment, fuel additives, oil treat-
ments.

BINKLEY AND HURST

7517 Rushville Rd

Dayton, VA 22821

(800) 735-3584

www.binkleyhurst.com/

New and used equipment sales and service

CONKLIN AGRO VANTAGE SYSTEM

Contact: Linden Heatwole

540 Mayland Rd.

Broadway, VA 22815

540-810-4560

lindenbubba@aol.com

Soil & tissue testing, seed treatments, Nitrogen
management, starter fertilizers, micro & second-
ary nutrients, plant growth requlators, foliar ferti-
lizers, adjuvants, forage & silage treatments

CORTEVA AGRISCIENCE

Contact: Sarah Lundy—VA/NC Sales Rep
757-617-0213
Sarah.lundy@corteva.com
Wwww.corteva.com

Ag Chemicals

DYE AG SERVICES

Contact: Glenn Dye

388 Promise Land Road

Appomattox, VA 24522

540-379-2767

gdye@vt.edu

Ag Leader Technology, Channel Seed, Agronomy
Services

FARM CREDIT OF THE VIRGINIAS
Contact: Cheyenne Rhodes
4646 South Valley Pike
Harrisonburg, VA 22801
540-487-0303
crhodes@fcvirginias.com
www.farmcreditofvirginias.com
Loans for farms, homes and land!



mailto:dale@advanceag.net
http://www.advanceag.net
http://www.binkleyhurst.com/
mailto:Linden.heatwole@conklinibo.com
mailto:rywhite@agfirst.com
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2020 Exhibitor Directory

F&M BANK

Contact: Bobby Williams

80 Cross Keys Road

Harrisonburg, VA 22801

540-437-3465

bwilliams@fmbankva.com
www.fmbankva.com

Shenandoah Valley’s Preferred Agribusiness
Lender

THE FIRST BANK & TRUST COMPANY
Contact: Bethany F. Reedy

120 University Blvd.

Harrisonburg, VA 22801
540-437-0604
breedy@firstbank.com
www.firstbank.com

Financial services

THE FRAZIER QUARRY, INC

Contact: Kevin Headley

75 Waterman Drive

Harrisonburg, VA 22802

540-810-0668 mobile
Kevin.headley@frazierquarry.com
www.frazierquarry.com

Ag lime, Crushed Stone, Landscaping Stone and
Building Stone. Family owned and Operated for
over 100 years.

HOUFF CORPORATION

Contact: Duane McAllister

97 Railside Dr.

Weyers Cave, VA 24486

540-234-9246

duane.mcallister@houffcorp.com
www.houffcorp.com

Crop protection, Fertilizer Application, Seed. An
Innovative Company for a Changing Environment

ROCKINGHAM COOPERATIVE

Contact: David Jessee

112 Meigs Lane

Dayton, VA 22803

540-271-2670
djessee@rockinghamcoop.com
www.rockinghamcoop.com

Agronomy Products and Service, Feed, Farm
Supplies, Petroleum

SHENANDOAH VALLEY CONSERVATION
COLLABORATIVE

Contact: Kevin Tate

P. 0. Box 674

New Market, VA 22844

540-383-3417

ktate@shenandoahalliance.org
www.shenandoahalliance.org/project/
shenandoah-valley-conservation-collaborative/
Shenandoah Valley Conservation Collaborative is
place-based partnership formed in 2017 combining
the expertise of regional land trusts, the
community connections of local watershed groups,
and the technical resources of regional Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and
Virginia Soil and Water Conservation District
(SWCD) field offices to accelerate protection of
working farms and forestland and implementation
of practices that benefit water quality and soil
health in the Shenandoah Valley.

SHENANDOAH VALLEY SOIL AND WATER
CONSERVATION DISTRICT

1934 Deyerle Avenue, Suite B

Harrisonburg, VA 22801

540-433-2853 ext. 120

www.svswcd.org

We work with the people who work the land
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2020 Exhibitor Directory

S. L. HESS AND SONS / LOCAL SEED CO.
Contact: Jeff Phillips

1795 South High St.

Harrisonburg, VA 22801

540-434-5916

540-810-3125

jeff@slhessandsons.com
www.slhessandsons.org

Seed, Fertilizer, Crop Protection products

SYNGENTA

Contact: Jamie Roberson

3506 Argent Lane

Richmond, VA 23237

336-580-7277

Jamie.roberson@syngenta.com
www.syngenta.com

Corn and Soybean Herbicides, Fungicides, Insecti-
cides. Specialty Fungicides and Insecticides.
Bringing Plant Potential to Life

TIMAC AGRO USA
Contact: Daryl Clay

524 Bermuda Hundred
Chester, VA 23836
757-556-7117
clayda23836@hotmail.com
www.timacagro.com
Fertilizer

USDA NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION
SERVICE (NRCS)

Contact: Your local NRCS office or

Chris Lawrence, State Cropland Agronomist
Chris.lawrence@va.usda.gov

Find your local office at :

www.va.nrcs.usda.gov

Technical assistance for planning a wide range of
conservation practices. Financial assistance for
conservation practice implementation.

VIRGINIA FARM BUREAU

Contact: Josey Moore

12580 West Creek Parkway

Richmond, VA 23238

804-290-1117

VFBGrain@vafb.com
www.vafb.com/membership-at-work/agriculture
Advocacy, business development, commodity mar-
keting and policy development

VIRGINIA SEED COMPANY

Contact: Timothy Woodward

7404 Zachary Taylor Highway

Unionville, VA 22567

703-785-0920
twoodward@agronomics.farm
Vaseedco.com

Cover Crop and Forage Seeds, Custom Seed
Treating

VIRGINIA SOYBEAN ASSOCIATION

Contact: Rachel Gresham/Gayle Terry

P.O. Box 923

Goochland, VA 23063

804-466-1693

Rachel.gresham@vasoybean.com or
Gayle.terry@vasoybean.com
www.vasoybean.com

Represent Virginia’s Soybean growers and indus-
try. Provide educational outreach regarding soy-
beans and the soy industry.

WIGHTMAN CROP INSURANCE

Contact: Brett Wightman

129 S. Main Street

Edinburg, VA 22824

540-325-3185

brett@wcrops.com

WWW.WCrops.com

Crop Insurance and Livestock Risk Protection
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USDA United States

ﬁ Department of

Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Thanks for many years of great
meetings and partnership!

Visit your local NRCS office to learn how our conservation planning
and financial assistance can help improve your operation.

USDA is an equal opportunity employer and provider






