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The Virginia No Till Alliance exists to 

maximize farm productivity and profitability 

by promoting successful implementation of 

continuous no-till systems through shared 

ideas, technology, conservation and education. 
 

The VANTAGE Board of Directors is made up 

of farmers and agri-business representatives in 

the Shenandoah Valley region of Virginia. 

           Featured Speakers 

 Lucas Criswell—Farmer from 
Lewisburg, Pennsylvania 

 Dr. John Tooker—
Entomologist from Penn  
State University 

 David Hula—Farmer from  
Charles City , Virginia 
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Lucas Criswell is a farm er from  Lew isburg, 

Pennsylvania and serves on the Pennsylvania No-

Till Alliance Board.  His family farm began adopt-

ing no-till in the mid 80’s and went to full no-till 

in the early 90’s.  Criswell Acres now farms about 

1,800 acres of corn, soybeans, rye, peas and cano-

la.  In addition to farming, Lucas operates Criswell 

Ag Services, LLC which provides custom lime and 

fertilizer applications and sells AgLeader Preci-

sion equipment.   He has been planting green for 

the last 8 years and has been planting into large 

cover crops for the last 4 years.  Many benefits, 

from slug control to something growing 365 days, 

have been realized with planting green. 
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Dr. John Tooker is an 

associate professor of insect 

ecology and extension spe-

cialist in the Department of 

Entomology at The Pennsyl-

vania State University. His 

research group studies rela-

tionships among plants, in-

vertebrate herbivores, and natural enemies to un-

derstand factors that regulate populations of her-

bivorous insects and slugs. The long-term goal of 

his research is to exploit ecological interactions 

for sustainable insect pest management.  His talk 

will address using Integrated Pest Management in 

no-till production , focusing mostly on slugs but 

also reviewing other typical pests . 

David Hula m anages 

the family farm, Renwood 

Farms, in Charles City, 

Virginia.  David currently 

holds the verified world 

record corn yield of 532 

bushels/acre achieved in 

the 2015 growing season.  

The record yield was pro-

duced in an irrigated, no-

till system.  David received an agronomy degree 

from North Carolina State University.  He first 

tried no-till in the 80’s and has since adopted a 

“never till” strategy.  David is passionate about 

investigating new technologies and seeing where 

they may have a fit in his operation.  David will 

share his challenges and successes in producing 

record breaking corn yields utilizing no tillage.  
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